Black Americans are less likely to participate in politics than white Americans are, but many students of political participation have argued that these differences result solely from racial differences in socioeconomic status. We have questioned these conclusions by analyzing the 1964, 1976, 1978, 1980, and 1984 vote validation studies in which local registration and voting records were used to measure electoral participation. When participation was measured by the vote validation studies, racial differences were reduced after controls were introduced, but whites were still more likely to vote than blacks. The 1986 Survey Research Center-Center for Political Studies (SRC-CPS) vote validation study is used to update our findings. The results are consistent with our previous analyses. The 1986 study does not confirm the finding of U.S. Census Bureau survey that young blacks were more likely to vote than young whites. However, our analyses do support the basic finding of the bureau that racial differences in electoral participation have declined.
Race-Related Differences in 1986 Turnout
reports about their electoral participation with results using individual-level measures of participation based upon direct checks of local registration and voting records-the "vote validation studies." In 1964 In , 1976 , and 1980 racial differences in reported turnout were eliminated or reversed when joint controls were introduced for region and level of education, and racial differences were reduced substantially in 1984.3 In the 1978 midterm study, joint controls reduced, but failed to eliminate, racial differences in reported electoral participation. On balance, the conventional wisdom was upheld when turnout was measured with self-reported participation.
Substantially different results obtained when the vote validation variable was used to measure electoral participation. In all five surveys, racial differences in validated turnout were substantially greater than differences in reported turnout. Except for the 1980 survey, racial differences remained statistically significant-even when joint controls for region and level of education were introduced. Moreover, even in 1980 whites were between two and seven percentage points more likely to vote than blacks even after joint controls were introduced. In the 1978 midterm study, zero-order differences in validated turnout were greater than in any of the presidential election surveys, and blacks were between fourteen and eighteen points less likely to vote than whites even after joint controls were introduced.
The likelihood that controls will eliminate racial differences in turnout is largely a function of the size of the zero-order differences. The census results suggest that racial differences were small, substantially increasing the chances that controls will eliminate turnout differences between whites and blacks. ulation, whereas the SRC-CPS surveys are based upon the noninstitutionalized politically eligible population. In addition, the Census Bureau is more successful than the SRC in sampling Americans with low socioeconomic status.
The census surveys are based upon interviews conducted about two weeks after the election. During presidential years, the SRC surveys probably exaggerate turnout by conducting a preelection interview that may stimulate some respondents to vote (see Anderson, Silver, and Abramson, 1988) . This problem does not arise with the SRC midterm studies since they rely only upon a postelection interview.
3 Our analysis of the 1984 results was based upon the vote validation data released for analysis in the summer of 1985. In the final release version of these data, which were released in the winter of 1986, some respondents who had originally been classified as not ascertained on the vote validation variable were reclassified as validated nonvoters. Following classification procedures employed by Anderson, Silver, and Abramson (1988) we found that both white and black validated turnout were three points lower than they were with the earlier version of the data. Some of our arguments about the relatively low level of overreporting in 1984 are not supported by the final version of the 1984 vote validation study. However, in the final release version of the data, as in the earlier version, blacks were more likely to overreport voting than whites. White validated turnout was 18.2 percentage points higher than black validated turnout, a result identical with our earlier analysis. We have repeated both our algebraic standardization procedures and our categorical regression techniques with the final version of the vote validation study, and our substantive arguments about controls failing to eliminate racial differences in validated turnout are clearly supported. Indeed, by working directly with the published Census Bureau results, one can demonstrate that in 1986 controls for level of education substantially reduced the already small racial differences in electoral participation. Assuming blacks had the same levels of formal education as whites, reported turnout among blacks would have been 46.3%-less than a single percentage point below white turnout.4
Given known racial biases in reported turnout, however, it is important to determine the size of racial differences when they are measured without relying upon respondents' reports. Therefore, this note has four goals. First, we want to determine whether racial differences in 1986 are actually minimal when measured by actual checks of voting and registration records. Second, we want to see whether racial differences in midterm turnout have been reduced when turnout is measured by the vote validation studies. Third, we want to determine whether controls eliminate racial differences in participation in 1986 when the vote validation measure is employed. Lastly, we want to determine whether the widely reported finding that young blacks voted more often than young whites is supported when one relies upon actual checks of the registration and voting records.
In 1986, as in all five previous vote validation studies, blacks were more likely to overreport voting than whites.5 Among whites who said they voted (N = 909), 13.0% did not vote according to checks of local registration and voting records; among blacks who said they voted (N = 151), 31.8% did not vote according to these checks. However, as Anderson and Silver (1986) note (see also Silver, Anderson, and Abramson, 1986), the percentage of overreporting is partly a function of a group's turnout. Other things being equal, the percentage of reported voters who do not vote will be higher among low turnout groups. As they argue, validated nonvoters constitute the "population at risk" of overreporting. But in 1986, black validated nonvoters were significantly (p < .001) more likely to overreport voting than white validated nonvoters. Among the 920 white validated nonvoters, 12.8% claimed to have voted; among the 202 black validated nonvoters, 23.8% said that they voted.
The 1986 vote validation survey therefore replicates the basic finding of all five previous studies: the relationship of race to turnout is higher when electoral participation is measured by the vote validation study. marizes our previous findings, and also presents racial differences in reported and validated turnout for the 1986 survey. When turnout is measured according to the respondents' reports in 1986, whites are only 3.0 percentage points more likely to vote than blacks-a statistically insignificant difference. But when turnout is measured by the vote validation variable, whites are 12.0 percentage points more likely to vote than blacks. Regardless of which measure of turnout is used, racial differences are substantially lower than they were in 1978-the only other midterm election in which a vote validation study was conducted. In that survey, whites were 12.4 percentage points more likely to say they voted than blacks were, and they were 22.4% more likely to vote according to the validation study. Given the much smaller racial differences in the 1986 SRC survey, the prospect that controls will eliminate racial differences seemed substantially greater. As with our earlier analyses, we determined the extent to which racial differences were reduced by controlling for the fact that blacks were more likely than whites to live in the South and to have lower levels of formal education. As can be seen by reading across the rows, among whites there is a clear positive relationship between level of education and turnout, regardless of which measure of electoral participation is employed. Among blacks there is also a positive but weak relationship between level of education and both measures of participation. This relationship is weak mainly because both reported and validated turnout are high among blacks with very low levels of education . Indeed, in both regions blacks with low levels of education are more likely to vote than whites with low levels of education.6 This result is consistent with the Census Bureau finding that blacks with very low levels of formal education were more likely to report voting than whites with very low educational levels.
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Following our earlier analyses, we employed two different methods to determine the extent to which controls for region and level of education reduce the zero-order difference between race and turnout. Table 2 updates table 3  and table 4 of our article (and table 2 of our earlier note) by showing the effects of an algebraic standardization procedure in reducing these differences. Table  3 updates results from table 5 and table 6 of our original article (and table 3 Turning to our algebraic standardization results, we see that controls for region reduce 40% of the zero-order difference between white reported turnout and black reported turnout. If controls are introduced for level of education, 90% of the zero-order differences are removed. When joint controls for region 6 This relationship is significant, however, only when reported electoral participation is used to measure turnout. We compared blacks and whites who had not graduated from high school. Racial differences are significant outside the South (p < .05) and in the nation as a whole (p < .01). When the vote validation measure is used to measure turnout, the tendency of blacks with low levels of education to vote more than whites with low educational levels fails to attain conventional levels of significance. and level of education are introduced, blacks are more likely to report voting than whites. In 1978, whites were still somewhat more likely to report voting (by 4.6 percentage points) even after joint controls for region and level of education were introduced. When the vote validation variable is used to measure turnout in 1986, zeroorder differences are substantially greater, and, although they are reduced by controls, whites remain more likely to vote than blacks. Even when joint controls are introduced for region and level of education, whites are 8.4 points more likely to vote than blacks. In 1978, whites were 14.2 points more likely to vote than blacks even after joint controls were introduced.
Our alternative method, which uses categorical regression equations to test for the effects of controls, yields similar results. The categorical regression Given the small number of cases, it is not practical to introduce controls among the 18-to 24-year-olds, but we did attempt to determine whether controls for region and level of education would reduce or eliminate racial differences in validated turnout among 18-to 44-year-olds. Blacks of this age were more likely to live in the South than whites, and they were more likely to have lower levels of formal education. Controls for region do not reverse the tendency of 18 to 44-year-old blacks to vote less than whites of this age. Outside the South, whites are 12.8 percentage points more likely to vote than blacks (p < .05); 8 in the South, they are 6.5 points more likely to vote (NS).9 When controls are introduced for level of education, however, the tendency We also employed our analyses of age differences in turnout to determine the extent to which the tendency of blacks to vote less than whites results from their youth. Unfortunately, there was only a weak relationship between age and race in the 1986 SRC survey. As a result, controls for age have little effect in reducing racial differences in turnout. According to our algebraic standardization procedures, only about 5% of the difference between black and white validated turnout results from the tendency of blacks to be younger than whites. for whites to vote more than blacks is eliminated among respondents who have not graduated from high school. Blacks who have not graduated from high school are 1.2 percentage points more likely to vote than whites, a difference that is obviously insignificant. 10 But among high school graduates (including respondents with higher levels of education) racial differences persist among the 18-to 44-year-olds. White high school graduates are 13.3 points more likely to vote than black high school graduates -a difference significant at the .01 level. 11 Given the small number of cases, it was not practical to introduce joint controls for region and level of education.
The 1986 validation study, especially in conjunction with the five previous vote validation studies, strongly suggests that relative levels of black turnout are inflated when analysts rely solely upon respondents' self-reports. Thus, despite some year-to-year differences, the overall results from the six validation studies show considerable continuity. On the other hand, although we have only two data points, the validation studies suggest that racial differences in midterm turnout have declined, a finding consistent with the U. S . Census Bureau survey results. But the validation study does not support the U. S. Census Bureau's conclusion that young blacks are more likely to vote than young whites. We would be reluctant to accept this conclusion unless it were confirmed by additional evidence that did not rely solely upon respondents' reports.
Despite the gradual decline in racial differences in turnout, blacks were still less likely to vote than comparably situated whites. There is one exception to this generalization, however. Blacks with very low levels of formal education may be more likely to vote than whites with very low levels of education. These differences are clearly revealed in table 1. The tendency of blacks to vote more than whites appears to be particularly marked in the South, since this relationship is found among both of the two lower educational categories and with both measures of electoral participation. Given the small number of cases, however, this reversal does not attain statistical significance. The census survey results reveal that blacks with lower levels of formal education are somewhat more likely to report voting than whites with low levels of education, but the published census results do not present controls for region. Students of turnout should pay particular attention to future survey results to determine whether the tendency of blacks with low levels of education to participate more than poorly educated whites persists. If it does, the reversal will pose an interesting puzzle that may be addressed both with future validation studies as well as reanalyses of the Census Bureau surveys. 
